Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.039; wR factor = 0.101; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.0.
In the title compound, [Ni(C 5 H 7 O 2 ) 2 (C 12 H 16 N 3 O 2 )], the Ni II cation is hexacoordinated by four O and two N atoms, showing a slightly distorted octahedral geometry. The Ni II cation lies on an inversion centre, as a consequence of which the asymmetric unit comprises one half-molecule. The four O atoms belonging to two pentane-2,4-dionate ligands lie in the equatorial plane and two pyridyl N atoms occupy the axial coordination sites. 
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Refinement
All H atoms were placed in calculated positions with C-H = 0.93Å and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (carrier).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I) around Ni II , drawn with the 30% probability displacement ellipsoids for the non-hydrogen atoms. 
